Joanne Lloyd-Jones Cheek, alt.

To the glory of God and in loving memory of
Silas Lloyd Jones and Joanne Lloyd-Jones Cheek

Song of a Craftsman

A craftsman lifts the gift of wood or stone
With awe. The form that lies within the rough
Grained slab is hidden well. He bears alone
The fearful choice of carving deep enough
But not too close. His task must be to hold

A vision of the goal; his faith that there
Exists for all a meaning, true and bold

If his hand falters not. He works with prayer.

Each of us receives the gift of life at birth
To waste through human ignorance or fright,

Or use with prayerful strength, with love and mirth,

To reach the vision of our inner sight.
And death illuminates the skill, the goal;
The final product of our craft, the soul.

Richard Clemmitt
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