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Richard Clemmitt

Leave Me Alone With God © 2018 by Richard Clemmitt is licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.
To view a copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

St. Aidan of Lindisfarne (d.651)

To the glory of God and in loving memory of 
Stephen Michael Shapiro and Michael Clifford Shapiro

Leave me alone with God as much as may be.
As the tide draws the waters close in upon the shore,
make me an island, set apart,
alone with you, God, holy to you.

Then with the turning of the tide
prepare me to carry your presence to the busy world beyond,
the world that rushes in on me
till the waters come again and fold me back to you.

* A separate part for oboe is on page 12. Notes marked "Solo" should be omitted by the organist when an oboe is included.

SATB Voices and Organ with optional Oboe*
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The text of  "Leave Me Alone With God" is a prayer attributed to Saint Aidan
of Lindisfarne (d. 651).

Aidan was a monk and missionary who is credited with restoring Christianity
to Northumbria. At that time Northumbria was a kingdom in modern-day
northern England and southeastern Scotland. Anglo-Saxon paganism largely
was displacing Christianity in that region.

Aidan founded a monastic cathedral on the island of Lindisfarne, also known
as Holy Island, just off the Northumbrian coast. He served as first bishop
there, traveling tirelessly throughout the area and spreading the Gospel both
to the Anglo-Saxon nobility and to the socially disenfranchised.

Lindisfarne is a tidal island, completely surrounded by water at higher tides
but connected to the mainland at lower tides. "Leave Me Alone With God"
describes this tidal cycle in relation to private prayer and public service.
During times of higher tide, when the sea surrounds us and we are separated
from the busyness of the world, we pray for the opportunity to meditate alone
with God. During times of lower tide, when the waters move away, we pray
for the opportunity to reconnect with renewed purpose to the outside world,
spreading God's love to others.
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